
ARTICLE I  

PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY 

SECTION 1.0 - PURPOSE 

It is the purpose of this Zoning Ordinance to promote the public safety, health, morals, convenience and general 
welfare; to encourage the use of lands and natural resources in Prairieville Township in accordance with their 
character and trend of community development; to limit the improper use of land; to avoid over-crowding of 
population; to provide adequate light and air; to lessen congestion on the public streets and highways; to reduce 
the hazards to life and property; to facilitate adequate provisions for a system of transportation, sewage, drainage, 
safe and adequate water supply and distribution, education, recreation and other public requirements; to conserve 
the expenditure of funds for public improvements and services to conform with the most advantageous uses of 
environment by establishing herein standards for community development in accordance with these objectives, 
and the Prairieville Township Land Use Plan and by providing for the enforcement of such standards. 

It is the further purpose to adopt provisions for each designated zoning district, which within each location, the 
sizes and use of buildings, land and minimum open spaces, sanitary measures required, and the number of 
families to be housed in certain areas, in buildings erected or altered in the future are specified. 

 

SECTION 1.1 ï AUTHORITY 

The Prairieville Township Planning Commission, herein referred to as ñPlanning Commissionò, was created in 
April, 1972, by the Prairieville Township Board, herein referred to as ñTownship Boardò, under 1959 PA 168, as 
amended, for the purpose of planning and preparing a master plan; and all other powers, duties and 
responsibilities provided by the 1943 PA 184 for zoning boards were transferred by resolution to the Planning 
Commission pursuant to Section 11 of said Township Planning Act.  Effective July 1, 2006, the authority for this 
Ordinance is set forth in 2006 PA 110, as it may from time to time hereafter be amended. 
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ARTICLE II 

SHORT TITLE 

SECTION 2.0 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Prairieville Township Zoning Ordinance and will be 
referred to herein as "this Ordinance". 
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ARTICLE III 

RULES APPLYING TO TEXT AND DEFINITIONS 

SECTION 3.0 - RULES APPLYING TO TEXT 

The following rules of construction apply to the text of this Ordinance: 

A. The particular shall control the general. 

B. In any case of difference the meaning or implication between the text of this Ordinance and any caption, 
the text shall control. 

C. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not discretionary. The word "may" is permissive. 

D. Words used in the present tense shall include the future, and the words used in the singular number 
shall include the plural, and the plural the singular, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary. 

E. The word "erected" shall include the moving upon the land of any structure including mobile homes. 

F. The word "building" includes the word "structure". 

G. A "building" or "structure" includes any part thereof. 

H. The words "used" or "occupied", as applied to any land or building, shall be construed to include the 
words "intended", "arranged", or "designed to be used", or "occupied". 

I. Any word or term not defined herein shall be used with a meaning of common or standard utilization. 

J. The terms ñadjoining lots and parcelsò and ñcontiguous lots and parcelsò are, unless expressly stated 
otherwise, intended to include lots and parcels separated by highways, roads, streets or natural 
watercourses. 

 

SECTION 3.1 - DEFINITIONS 

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following terms and words are defined as follows: 

1. Access Lot:  A type of waterfront lot providing for private or common (semi-private) access to a 
waterway for one or more access lot beneficiaries.  An access lot includes any buffer strips required 
herein. 

1a. Access Lot Beneficiary:  The owner/occupant of a waterfront lot and any other person with a right of 
access to a waterway and/or use of a waterway through a waterfront lot, in whole or in part by fee 
ownership, easement, lease, license, gift, business invitation, or any other written form of conveyance, 
dedication, permission or access/use rights.  Members of the same family as defined under Section 
3.1.30 of this Ordinance shall be collectively considered as one access lot beneficiary. 

2. Accessory Building:  A subordinate building or a portion of a building, the use of which is incidental to 
that of the main building it serves and which, unless expressly permitted otherwise in this Ordinance, is 
located on the same lot as the main building. 

2a. Accessory Use:  A use subordinate to the main use on a lot and used for the purposes customarily 
incidental to those of the main use. 

3. Agricultural:  See "Farm". 

4. Alley:  Any dedicated public way, other than a street, providing a secondary means of access to a 
property and not intended for general traffic circulation. 

5. Alter or Alteration: The word "alter" or "alteration" in the context of this Ordinance shall mean any 
change, improvement, or repair to the structure that results in a change or modification to the exterior 
dimension of said structure.  Roofing, siding, insulation, etc. shall not be construed to be a change in the 
exterior dimension. 



 

 4 

5a. Animal Shelter:  A facility that is operated by a person, humane society, society for the prevention of 
cruelty to animals or any other non-profit organization for the care of homeless animals. 

6. Apartment:  A room or suite of rooms, including bath and culinary accommodations, in a multiple 
dwelling intended or designed for use as a residence by a single family. 

7. Bars:  See "Tavern". 

8. Basement:  That portion of the building which is partly underground and which has a majority of its floor  

8a. Bed & Breakfast Operations:  A use subordinate to the principal use of dwelling unit as a single family 
dwelling and a use in which transient guests are provided a sleeping room and board in return for 
payment.  The use shall also meet the following criteria: 

a. The operation provides accommodations for transient tenants for no longer than a two-week 
period; 

b. The operation is owner occupied; and 

c. The operation has eight (8) or fewer sleeping rooms, including rooms occupied by the owner. 

9. Billboards and Signs:  

a. Billboards:  Any structure, including the wall of any building, on which lettered, figured, or pictorial 
matter is displayed for advertising a business, service, or entertainment which is not conducted on 
the land upon which the structure is located, or products not primarily sold, manufactured, 
processed or fabricated on such land. 

b. Business signs:  Any structure, including the wall of any building, on which lettered, figured, or 
pictorial matter is displayed for advertising a business, service, or entertainment conducted on the 
land where the structure is located, or products primarily sold, manufactured, processed, or 
fabricated on such land. 

c. Real Estate Sign:  Any temporary structure used only to advertise, with pertinent information, the 
sale, rental, or leasing of the premises upon which it is located. 

d. Identifying Sign:  Any structure on the same premises it identifies which serves only (1) to tell the 
name or use of any public or semi-public building or recreation space, club, lodge, church, or 
institution; (2) only to tell the name or address of an apartment house, hotel, or motel; or (3) only to 
inform the public as to the use of a parking lot. 

e. Name Plate:  A structure affixed flat against the wall of a building which serves solely to designate 
the name or the name and profession or business occupation of a person or persons occupying the 
building. 

10. Boarding House - Rooming House:  A dwelling having one (1) or more kitchens and used for the 
purpose of providing meals and/or lodging for pay or compensation of any kind, in having four (4) or less 
sleeping rooms in addition to those used by the immediate family, but excluding bed and breakfast 
operations. 

10a. Boat House:  A residential accessory building that is (1) located entirely or partially upon a body of 
water or in close proximity thereto; and (2) used primarily for the housing or storage of one (1) or more 
boats and other items of personal property used for boating, fishing and/or swimming purposes. 

11. Building:  A structure erected on-site, a mobile home or mobile structure, or a pre-manufactured or pre-
cut structure which has a roof supported by columns or walls and which is designed primarily for the 
shelter, support, or enclosure of persons, animals or property of any kind. 

12. Building Code:  The building or construction code in effect in Prairieville Township herein referred to as 
ñthe Townshipò. In general, the building code will regulate requirements for construction, housing, 
plumbing, electrical wiring, and fire protection. 

13. Building, Height of:  The elevation measured from the average finished lot grade at the front of the 
building to the highest point of the roof. 



 

 5 

14. Building Inspector:  The administrator of the building, housing, plumbing, electrical or other codes that 
have been adopted or may be adopted in the future by the Township or which the Township is required 
by law to enforce.  The Building Inspector is employed by the Township Board and may also be 
assigned to perform the duties of the Zoning Administrator. 

15. Building Line:  A line parallel to the front right-of-way line (or, if there is no front right-of-way line, the 
front lot line) drawn at a distance representing the minimum horizontal difference between the front 
right-of-way line (or, if there is not front right-of-way line, the front lot line) and the nearest point of the 
building.  Lots having water frontage - See Section 4.24. 

16. Building Permit:  A permit issued by the Building Inspector as required by the Building Code 
regulations. A Building Permit is not a Zoning Permit. 

17. Cabin:  A detached building which is used for seasonal occupancy as a dwelling or sleeping quarters, 
but not including motels. 

18. Cabin Court:  One (1) or more cabins which may be used for seasonal occupancy as a dwelling or 
sleeping quarters for transients or tourists for a fee, but not including motels.  

18a. Campground:  A parcel or tract of land set aside and used for camping in tents and/or recreational 
vehicles on a temporary recreational basis. 

18b. Child Care Facility:  A facility for the care of children under 18 years of age, as licensed and/or 
registered and regulated by the State under Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1973 and the associated 
standards and rules promulgated by the State Department of Social Services. Such organizations shall 
be further defined as follows: 

a. ñChild care centerò or ñday care centerò means a facility, other than a private residence, receiving 
one or more pre-school age children for group care for periods of less than 24 hours a day, and 
where the parents or guardians are not immediately available to the child.  It includes a facility, 
which provides care for not less than two consecutive weeks, regardless of the number of hours of 
care per day. 

The facility is generally described as a childcare center, day care center, day nursery, nursery 
school, parent cooperative preschool, play group, or drop-in center.  ñChild care centerò or ñday 
care centerò does not include (i) a Sunday school, a Vacation Bible School, or a religious 
instructional class that is conducted by a religious organization where children are in attendance for 
not greater than three (3) hours per day for an indefinite period, or not greater than eight (8) hours 
per day for a period not to exceed four (4) weeks during a 12-month period; or (ii) a facility 
operated by a religious organization where children are cared for not greater than three (3) hours 
while persons responsible for the children are attending religious services. 

b. ñFamily day care homeò means a private home which is the bona fide private residence of the 
operator of the family day care home and in which one (1) or more, but less than seven (7), minor 
children are received for care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day, unattended 
by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, 
marriage, or adoption.  It includes a home that gives care to an unrelated child for more than four 
(4) weeks during a calendar year. 

c. ñGroup day care homeò means a private home which is the bona fide private residence of the 
operator of the group day care home and in which more than six (6) but not more than 12 minor 
children are given care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a day unattended by a 
parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the family by blood, 
marriage, or adoption.  It includes a home that gives care to an unrelated child for more than four 
(4) weeks during a calendar year. 

19. Prairieville Township Planning and Zoning Commission:  The official legally consummated 
Township Planning and Zoning Commission of Prairieville Township, Barry County, Michigan. 
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19a. Communication Tower:  A radio, telephone, cellular telephone, or television relay structure of skeleton 
framework, or monopole attached directly to the ground or to another structure, used for the 
transmission or reception of radio, telephone, cellular telephone, television, microwave, or any other 
form of telecommunication signals, excluding those customarily accessory to residential dwellings such 
as television antennas, ham radio antennas, satellite dish antennas, etc. 

19b. Deck:  A patio or platform without a roof that is anchored to the ground or attached and/or extending in 
a permanent fashion from the exterior wall or walls of an existing dwelling or structure. 

20. Development Plan:  A scale drawing which shows the location and dimensions of improvements upon 
a parcel of land, including but not limited to locations and size of buildings, driveways, parking areas, 
landscaping sidewalks, signs, utility systems, open spaces, greenbelts, and drainage facilities. 

21. Districts: "Districts" as used herein is synonymous with the word "zones" or "zoning district". 

22. Dog Kennel:  A facility or place which keeps dogs for breeding, sale, leasing, training, trading or 
sporting purposes, for remuneration. 

23. Drive-in Restaurant:  A public eating place where a majority of the food that is prepared is served or 
sold for consumption other than within a building on the premises.  

23a Driveway:  A passage providing a single lot automotive access to a public or private road.  A driveway 
shall have a width of no less than 12 feet. 

24. Dwelling:  A single family, two (2)-family or multiple family dwelling.   

25. Duplex:  Two (2)-family dwelling. 

26. Dwelling, Multiple Family:  A building containing three (3) or more dwelling units, each with separate 
housekeeping facilities, designed for residential use and conforming to all other respects to the 
standards set forth in Section 3.1(26).  A motel or hotel shall not be deemed a multiple family dwelling. 

27. Dwelling, Single Family:  A building containing not more than one (1) dwelling unit designed for 
residential use, complying with the following standards: 

a. It complies with the minimum square footage requirements of this ordinance for the zone in which it 
is located. 

b. It has a core area of living space of at least 20 feet by 20 feet in size. 

c. It is firmly attached to a permanent foundation constructed on the site in accordance with the 
Township building code and shall have a wall of the same perimeter dimensions of the dwelling 
and constructed of such materials and type as required in the applicable building code for single 
family dwellings.  In the event that the dwelling is a mobile home, as defined herein, such dwelling 
shall, in addition thereto, be installed pursuant to the manufacturer's setup instructions and shall be 
secured to the premises by an anchoring system or device complying with the rules and regulations 
of the Michigan Mobile Home Commission. 

d. In the event that a dwelling is a mobile home as defined herein, each mobile home shall be 
installed with the wheels removed. Additionally, no dwelling shall have any exposed towing 
mechanism, undercarriage or chassis.  

e. The dwelling shall contain no additions or rooms or other areas, which are not, constructed with 
similar quality workmanship as the original structure, Including permanent attachment to the 
principal structure and construction of a foundation as required herein. 

f. The dwelling shall comply with all pertinent building and fire codes.  In the case of a mobile home, 
all construction and all plumbing, electrical apparatus and insulation within and connected to said 
mobile home shall be of a type and quality conforming to the "Mobile Home Construction and 
Safety Standards" as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, being 24 CFR 3280, and as from time to time such standards may be amended.  
Additionally, all dwellings shall meet or exceed all applicable roof snow load and strength 
requirements.  
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28. Dwelling, Two (2) Family:  A building containing not more than two (2) separate dwelling units, each 
with separate housekeeping facilities, designed for residential use and conforming in all other respects 
to the standards set forth in Section 3.1(26). 

29. Dwelling Unit:  A building or portion thereof, designed for residential occupancy by one (1) family. 

30. Election Campaign Sign:  A sign related to a candidate for political office or an issue to be determined 
at a governmental election. 

31. Essential Services by Public Utilities and Other Agencies:  This shall include the erection, 
construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities, municipal departments or other governmental 
agencies of electric substation, gas regulator buildings and auxiliary buildings, underground or overhead 
gas, electrical communication, steam or water transmission or distribution systems, or collection, supply 
or disposal systems; including: poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, cables, towers, fire alarm 
boxes, police or other call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and other similar equipment and accessories 
in connection therewith reasonably necessary for furnishing adequate service  by such utilities or 
agencies, or for the public health or safety or general welfare; but not including offices, buildings or 
yards used for bulk storage, fabrication or manufacturing of materials used by such utilities or municipal 
departments or other governmental agencies.  Transmission towers or cables associated with radio and 
television broadcastings are not considered to qualify as essential service. 

32. Family (one):  

a. An individual or group of two (2) or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, together 
with foster children and servants of the principal occupants, with not more than one additional 
unrelated person, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, non-profit housekeeping unit in 
a dwelling unit, or  

b. A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one (1) dwelling unit whose relationship is 
of a continuing non-transient domestic character and who are cooking and living as a single non-
profit housekeeping unit.  This definition shall not include any society, club, fraternity, sorority, 
association, lodge, coterie, organization, or group of students or other individuals whose domestic 
relationship is of a transitory or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration of a school 
term or terms or other similar determinable period.  

33. Family (immediate):  A person related by blood, marriage, or adoption, excluding aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

34. Farm:  All the contiguous neighboring or associated land operated as a single unit on which bonafide 
farming is carried on directly by the owner or by his agent or by a tenant farmer. Provided that the area 
thereof is sufficient to constitute the type of farming being performed; and, for the purpose of this 
Ordinance, farms may be considered as including establishments operated as bonafide green houses, 
nurseries, orchards, chicken hatcheries, poultry farms, dairy farms, apiaries and other similar activities. 
The words "agriculture" and "farming" shall be considered as synonymous.  

35. Farm Buildings:  Any building or structure, other than a dwelling, used or maintained on a farm which is 
essential and customarily used on farms in the pursuit of agricultural activities. 

36. Floor Area:  The area of all floors computed by measuring the dimensions of the outside walls of a 
building.  Porches, patios, terraces, breezeways, carports, verandas, garages, unfinished attics, attic 
floor areas with less than five (5) vertical feet from floor to finished ceiling, and all basements are 
excluded.  

37. Frontage:  Repealed by Ordinance # 115 

38. Garage - Private:  A detached accessory building or portion of main building for the parking or 
temporary storage of automobiles, boats, house trailers and similar vehicles owned and used by the 
occupants of the building to which it is accessory or to which it is part of. 

39. Garage - Public:  A building, other than a private garage, used for the care, repair or storage of 
equipment, automobiles, boats, trucks, buses, motorcycles, snowmobiles and other similar vehicles, or 
where such vehicles are parked or stored for remuneration, hire or sale. 
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40. Gasoline Service Station:  A building or structure and land area combined, used primarily for servicing 
motor vehicles, with the usual operating commodities such as gasoline, fuel oil, grease, water, batteries, 
tires and other minor accessories, or services such as washing, waxing, lubricating, and minor repairs 
such as the repair of tires, lights, charging of batteries or minor engine repairs and adjustments when 
conducted within an enclosed building.  Major repairs such as engine replacement, painting, body work, 
and refinishing shall not be included. 

41. Grade:  An average level of the finished surface of the ground adjacent to the exterior walls of the 
building or structure. 

42. Greenbelt:  A planting strip or buffer strip at least ten (10) feet in width, composed of deciduous and/or 
evergreen trees spaced not more than 30 feet apart and which grow to approximately five (5) feet in 
height after one (1) full growing season. 

43. High Water Line:  The line between upland and bottomland that persists through successive changes 
in water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so common or recurrent that the 
character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is apparent in the soil itself, the 
configuration of the surface of the soil, and the vegetation.  On an inland lake that has a level 
established by law, it means the high established level.  Where water returns to its natural level as the 
result of the permanent removal or abandonment of a dam, it means the natural ordinary high-water 
mark. 

44. Home Occupation:  An occupation or profession carried on as a subordinate use by a member of a 
family residing on the premises and conducted entirely within the dwelling or in a detached accessory 
building located on the premises, and which is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the 
premises for dwelling purposes and does not change the character thereof. (See Section 4.19). 

45. Hotel:  A building having more than two (2) stories above the surface of the ground where lodging with 
or without meals is furnished to transients or to resident guests for compensation, and containing more 
than four (4) sleeping units. 

46. Inoperable Motor Vehicles:  Any motor vehicle, which is unlicensed, dismantled, wrecked or which 
cannot be operated under its own power and is kept or stored outside a structure.  See Ordinance No. 
Three (3) as provided in the Prairieville Township Ordinances. 

47. Institutional or Public Uses:  Churches, schools teaching academic subjects, hospitals, convalescent 
and nursing homes (four (4)-bed homes and larger), parks, civic centers, libraries and other 
governmental structures. 

48. Junk:  Any old, worn out or discarded material including but not limited to scrap metal, rope, rags, 
paper, trash, debris, inoperable motor vehicles and parts, and other old or scrap materials. 

49. Junkyard/Salvage Yard:  Any parcel of land maintained or operated for the purchase, sale, storage, 
dismantling, demolition or use of junk, including scrap materials, motor vehicles, machinery, buildings, 
structures, construction material or other salvaged material.  In addition, any premises upon which two 
(2) or more inoperable motor vehicles are kept or stored outside a building.  (See Ordinance No. Three 
(3) as provided in the Prairieville Township Ordinances.) The storage of used cars in inoperable 
condition, used or salvaged materials, used furniture and household equipment shall not be considered 
a junkyard/salvage yard under this Ordinance if said materials are stored entirely within an enclosed 
building.  Furthermore, under no circumstances shall a solid waste sanitary landfill or solid waste 
disposal area as defined and made licensable under the Solid Waste Management Act, 641 PA 1978, 
as amended, be considered a junkyard/salvage yard for the purposes of this Ordinance. 

50. Land Use Plan:  The official and legally recognized Prairieville Township Land Use Plan including and 
subsequent amendments or addition thereto. 

51. Lot/Parcel/Tract:  A piece of land described in a recorded plat or by metes and bounds, occupied or 
intended to be occupied, by a principal building or group of such buildings and accessory buildings, or 
utilized for a principal use and uses accessory thereto. 

51a. Lot Area:  The total area within a lot. 
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52. Lot-Corner:  A lot which abuts two (2) roads and occupies the interior angle of the intersection of the 
two (2) road right-of-way lines which make an angle of less than 145 degrees. 

53. Lot Coverage:  The amount of a lot, stated in terms of percentage that is covered by buildings. 

54. Lot-Interior:  A lot other than a corner lot. 

55. Lot-Through:  An interior lot abutting more than one (1) road. 

56. Lot-Line:  For the purpose of this Ordinance, a lot line is either the boundary line between two (2) lots or 
the line between the properties of two (2) different owners. 

57. Lot-Line-Front:  In the case of an interior lot, the boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the 
right-of-way upon which the lot fronts, and in the case of a corner lot, the front lot line shall be the 
boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the street right-of-way on that side of the lot which has 
the narrowest frontage. 

58. Lot-Line-Rear:  A lot line which is opposite and most distant from the front lot line and, in case of an 
irregular shaped lot, a line ten (10) feet in length within the lot, parallel to and at the maximum distance 
from the front lot line. 

59. Lot-Line-Side:  Any boundary line not a front lot line or a rear lot line. 

60. Lot-Width:  The distance between the side lot lines measured at right angles to the lot depth at the 
required front yard setback line. 

61. Lot-Depth:  The average distance between the front and rear lot lines measured in the mean direction 
of the side lot lines. 

61a. Lot / Parcel - Vacant:  A lot or parcel not having any building upon it. 

62. Lot of Record:  A lot which is part of a subdivision, the map of which has been recorded in the office of 
the Register of Deeds; or a lot described by metes and bounds, the deed, land contract, or survey to 
which has been recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds, or a lot that has been consummated 
legally by a land contract or survey. 

63. Mobile Homes:  A structure, transportable in one (1) or more sections, which is built on a chassis and 
designed to be used as a residence with or without permanent foundation, when connected to the 
required utilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained 
in the structure. Mobile home does not include a recreational vehicle. 

64. Mobile Home Park:  A parcel or tract of land under the control of a person upon which three or more 
mobile homes are located on a continual non-recreational basis is offered to the public for that purpose 
regardless of whether a charge is made therefore, together with any building, structure, enclosure, 
street, equipment, or facility used or intended for use incident to the occupancy of a mobile home and 
which is not intended for use as a temporary trailer park. 

65. Mobile Home Park Lot:  A designated site within a mobile home park for exclusive use of the 
occupants of a single mobile home. 

66. Motel:  A building or group of buildings having two (2) or fewer stories above the surface of the ground 
where lodging with or without meals is furnished to transients or to temporary resident guests for 
compensation, and containing more than four (4) sleeping units. 

67. Nightclub:  See "Tavern". 

68. Non-conforming Building or Structure:  Any building or other structure which does not comply with 
the applicable bulk regulations for the district, either at the effective date of this Ordinance or as a result 
of a subsequent amendment thereto. 

69. Non-conforming Lot of Record:  See Section 6.17. 

70. Non-conforming Use:  Any use, whether a building or structure or a tract of land which does not 
conform to the applicable use regulations for the district, either at the effective date of this Ordinance or 
as a result of a subsequent amendment thereto. 
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71. Occupied:  Any structure which is being used for dwelling or sleeping purposes. (Also see Section 3.0 - 
H.) 

72. Owner:  A person having legal title to the land through a deed or land contract as distinguished from the 
owner of personal property. 

73. Planned Unit Development: 

A Planned Unit Development, herein referred to as PUD, is a land development project 
comprehensively planned as an entity via an overall site plan which may permit flexibility in building 
siting, mixtures of housing types, usable open spaces and the preservation of natural features.  This 
definition shall include a tract of land having more than one (1) single-family dwelling and/or two (2)-
family dwelling upon it other than a mobile home park, a farm (as regulated in the "A" zoning district), or 
a plat. 

 74. Persons:  "Persons" including any individual, political subdivision, estate, trust, or body of persons, 
whether incorporated or not, acting as a unit. 

75. Principal or Main Use:  The primary or predominant use of the premises. 

76. Private Road:   A non-public passage providing two (2) or more lots automotive access to a public road 
or another private road. 

77. Recreational Vehicle:  A vehicle primarily designed and used as temporary living quarters for 
recreational, camping or travel purposes, including a vehicle having its own motor power or a vehicle 
mounted on or drawn by another vehicle. This definition includes travel trailers, camping trailers, motor 
homes, and truck campers as said terms are defined by Michigan statute at MSA 14.15 (12501); MCLA 
333.12501. 

78. Restaurant:  A public eating place where a majority of the food that is prepared is served or sold for 
consumption within a principal building.  A restaurant serving alcoholic beverages shall be classified as 
a tavern in this Ordinance. 

79. Right-of-way:  A street, alley or other thoroughfare or easement permanently established for passage 
or persons or vehicles. 

79a. Road Frontage:   The largest distance of uninterrupted frontage that one (1) side of a lot has upon a 
public or a private road. 

80. Seasonal Dwelling:  A dwelling other than a permanent residence occupied for less than six (6) months 
in any one (1) year. 

81. Setback:  The minimum horizontal distance between the nearest point of the building and the abutting 
right-of-way or, if there is no abutting right-of-way, the abutting lot line.  The term may apply to side line, 
rear line, and front line setbacks.  Lots having water frontage - See Section 4.24. 

82. Setback Line (Minimum):  A line parallel to an abutting right-of-way (or, if there is no abutting right-of-
way, the abutting lot line) drawn at the minimum horizontal distance as stipulated in the particular zoning 
district.  The building line shall be at or behind the setback line (minimum).  Lots having water frontage - 
See Section 4.24. 

83. Sign:  See "Billboards". 

83a. Site Condominium:   A condominium project in which one or more buildings are intended to be located 
upon separate sites which constitute individual condominium units.  (See Section 3.1.73 defining 
"Planned Unit Development"). 

83b. Site Condominium Common Elements:   That portion of a site condominium project designed and 
intended for joint ownership and/or use by the owners of individual site condominium units, as described 
in the master deed for the site condominium project. 

83c. Site Condominium Unit:   That portion of a site condominium project designed and intended for 
separate ownership and use, as described in the master deed for the site condominium project. 
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84. Solid Waste Disposal Site:  Any site or tract of land used for the disposition, storage, transfer, 
collection or reclamation of solid waste material, and operating in conformance to applicable state and 
local regulations. 

85. Special Land Use:  A use permitted under certain conditions within a zoning district as regulated in 
Article VII of this Ordinance.  Special land uses which are permitted within a specific zone district are 
listed in the Use Regulations of all zone districts. 

86. Stable-Private:  A building used or to be used by an individual for housing horses owned by said 
individual for the use of himself and his immediate family. 

87. Stable-Public:  A building used or to be used for the housing of horses for hire by the owner or operator 
thereof. 

88. Story:  That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the floor 
next above it, or if there be no floor above it, then the space between such floor and the ceiling next 
above it, and exclusive of any mezzanine balcony or basement. 

89. Story-Half:  That portion of a building between the eaves and the ridge lines of a pitched roof which 
may or may not be used for tenant purposes. 

90. Street:  A public or private thoroughfare, which affords the principal means of vehicular access to 
abutting property including roads and highways but not including an alley. 

91. Structure:  Anything constructed, erected or to be moved to or from any premises, which is 
permanently located above or below the ground, including signs and billboards. 

92. Tavern:  Any establishment or portion thereof where malt, vinous or spirituous liquors are sold for 
consumption on the premises. 

93. Tent:  A collapsible shelter of canvas or other fabric. 

94. Theater-Indoor:  An indoor theater shall be any building or portion thereof used as a place of 
enactment of significant events or activities or for the presentation of dramatic spectacles, shows, 
movies or other entertainment.  Said building shall have a roof completely sheltering actors and patrons 
and be open to the public, with or without charge. 

95. Theater-Outdoor:  An outdoor theater shall be any place other than indoor theater used for the 
enactment of significant events or activities or the presentation of dramatic spectacles, shows, movies 
or other entertainment open to the public, with or without charge, including drive-in theaters. 

96. Travel Trailer Park:  Any site, lot, field or tract upon which three (3) or more occupied recreational 
vehicles or tents are harbored, either free of charge or for revenue purposes, including any building, 
structure, tent, vehicle or enclosure used or intended for use as part of the equipment of such travel 
trailer. 

97. Variance:  A change or variance in the dimensional requirements of this Ordinance such as lot area, 
yard or parking regulations or interpretations of the zoning map.  A variance shall be granted by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals in accordance with the provisions of Article IX. 

97a. Waterfront Lot:   Any lot or parcel of land, whether or not improved, and whether or not platted, any 
portion of which: 

a. Abuts the shoreline of any waterway; or 

b. Abuts a promenade, walkway, or other property which itself abuts the shoreline of any waterway 
and which provides access and/or use rights to the waterway. 

97b. Waterway:   A natural or man-made lake, river, stream, channel, pond, equal or greater than two (2) 
acres, or other natural or artificial watercourse. 

98. Yard:  An open space, on the same lot with a building, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground 
upward, except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance.  The measurement of a yard shall be 
construed as the minimum horizontal distance between the right-of-way (or, if there is none, the lot line) 
and the nearest point of the principal building or structure.  See also Section 4.20. 
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99. Yard-Front:  A yard extending across the front of the lot between the side lot line and measured 
between the abutting right-of-way (or if there is no abutting right-of-way, the abutting lot line) and the 
building line.  (See also Section 4.24 as to lots having water frontage). 

100. Yard-Rear:  A yard extending across the rear of a lot between the side lot line and being the minimum 
horizontal distance between the rear lot line (or instead the rear right-of-way if there is one) and the rear 
line of the main building or any other projections other than steps, unenclosed balconies or unenclosed 
porches.  On corner lots, the rear yard shall be considered as parallel to the street upon which the lot 
has its least dimension.  On both corner lots and interior lots, the rear yard shall in all cases be at the 
opposite end of the front yard.  (See also Section 4.24 as to lots having water frontage). 

101. Yard-Side:  A yard between the side lot line and the nearest point of the building and extending from 
the rear line of the building to the building line. 

102. Zoning Administrator:  The administrator of this Ordinance, employed by the Township Board. 

103. Zoning Compliance Permit:  Any permit issued by the Zoning Administrator indicating compliance with 
the provisions of this Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE IV 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 4.0 - PURPOSE 

General regulations apply to all districts except as noted in this Ordinance.  Where requirements of a general 
regulation and a district regulation differ, the more restrictive requirement shall prevail. 

SECTION 4.1 - APPLICATION REGULATIONS 

Zoning affects every structure and extends vertically, except as specifically provided in this Ordinance: 

A. No building or structure shall hereafter be erected, razed, altered or moved, nor shall any building or 
premises hereafter be used for any purpose other than is permitted in the district in which said building 
or premises are located. 

B. No building shall hereafter be erected or altered to exceed the height limitations, or occupy a greater 
percentage of lot area, or, intrude on the required front yard, rear yard, side yard or inner or outer 
courts, or accommodate or house a greater number of families, or provide less space per dwelling unit 
than is specified for the district in which such building is located. 

C. No lot area and no yard, court, parking areas or other required space shall be divided, altered, reduced 
or diminished as to make said area or dimension less than the minimum required under this Ordinance, 
except where such reduction has been brought about by the expansion or acquisition of public rights-of-
way for a street, road or highway.  If a required area is already less than the minimum required under 
this Ordinance, said area or dimension shall not be further divided or reduced.  

 

SECTION 4.2 - LOT - BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

Hereafter, every building erected, razed, altered or moved shall be located on a lot of record as defined herein, 
and except in the case of an approved multiple-family dwelling development, a PUD, a mobile home park, or a 
farm (as regulated in the "A" zoning district), there shall be no more than one (1) principal residential building and 
its permitted accessory structures located on each lot in any zoning district permitting residential use. 

 

SECTION 4.3 - TEMPORARY BUILDINGS FOR NON-RESIDENTIALUSE  

Temporary buildings for non-residential use incidental to construction work shall be permitted.  Said use shall not 
be in conflict with public health, safety, and welfare regulations.  The temporary building(s) and all debris shall be 
removed within 15 days after completion or abandonment of the work. 

 

SECTION 4.4 ï TEMPORARY PLACEMENT OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND TENTS 

A recreational vehicle or tent may be allowed on a temporary non-commercial basis as a special land use in the 
ñAò, ñR-1ò and ñR-2ò zoning classifications on an otherwise vacant lot or on a lot having only an accessory 
building(s) used primarily for residential purposes upon it, subject to the following requirements: 

A. The placement of a recreational vehicle or tent for occupancy upon a parcel shall not exceed a total of 
60 days or more than ten (10) weekends in any calendar year.  Placement for one (1) weekend day 
shall be counted as placement for the entire weekend for purposes of this provision. 

B. For purposes of this section, the word ñdayò shall refer to a calendar day (e.g. January 1). 

C. Not more than one (1) recreational vehicle or tent may be placed for occupancy upon a parcel. 

D. The recreational vehicle or tent shall be served by sewage and water supply facilities located on the 
same parcel as the recreational vehicle or tent and approved by the Barry County Health Department.  
The sanitary sewage facility shall be screened from adjoining properties under separate ownership and 
shall not be located in the front yard. 
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E. Neither rent nor any other fee shall be charged by the property owner for a temporary placement 
allowed hereunder. 

F. The special land use permit shall be valid for a period of one (1) year but shall be automatically renewed 
annually thereafter unless the Zoning Administrator determines that there has either (1) been a failure to 
comply with this Ordinance and/or the terms of the special land use permit, or (2) there has been a 
material change in conditions that may cause the special land use to no longer satisfy the standards set 
forth in Section 6.11 B. for special land use approval.  In the event of either such determination, the 
Special Land Use permit shall not be renewed unless and until the Planning Commission determines, 
after due notice and hearing in accordance with Sections 6.10 and 6.11, that the special land use permit 
should be renewed. 

G. Any person who shall permit or cause a recreational vehicle or tent to be placed in violation of the 
requirements in Section 4.4 shall be in violation of this Ordinance and subject to the sanctions set forth 
herein. 

 

SECTION 4.5 - OUTDOOR STORAGE OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND TENTS 

A. Except as provided below, not more than one (1) recreational vehicle or tent may be stored outdoors on 
a parcel of land. 

B. The outdoor storage of a recreational vehicle or tent shall not be permitted on a parcel of land in the ñR-
1ò or ñR-2ò zoning classifications having no occupied dwelling upon it unless a special land use permit 
has been granted in accordance with the standards set forth in Section 6.11. 

 

SECTION 4.6 - INTERSECTION VISIBILITY 

On any corner lot in any district, no fence, wall, screen, hedge, sign or other structure or planting shall obstruct 
vision between the heights of two (2) feet and ten (10) feet within the triangular area formed by the intersecting 
street right-of-way lines and a street line intersecting them at points which are on said right-of-way lines and 30 
feet distant from their point of intersection.  Such heights of clear vision area shall be measured from the elevation 
of the street centerlines at the point of intersection.  No fence, wall, screen, hedge, sign, or other structure or 
planting shall obstruct vision from a driveway or other entrance or exit onto a public or private road between the 
heights of two (2) feet and ten (10) feet, measured above the elevation of the street center line within ten (10) feet 
of the public or private road. 

 

SECTION 4.7 - THROUGH LOTS 

In any district, a through lot, as herein described, shall have a front yard, as hereinafter provided for its particular 
district on all frontages along each street lot line. 

 

SECTION 4.8 - ESSENTIAL SERVICES EXEMPTION 

Essential services, as defined in Section 3.1 (Definition 31) shall be permitted as authorized by law and other 
ordinances in any use district, it being the intention hereof to exempt such erection, construction, alteration and 
maintenance from the application of this Ordinance; provided that electric transmission substations (supply 
voltage over 46KV) and gas transmission regulator stations (supply pressure over 400 PSIG) shall be subject to 
the provisions of this Ordinance; and further provided that appropriate permits will be obtained for all construction. 
 Fees will be charged for substations, regulator buildings and auxiliary buildings but not for those elements directly 
associated with distribution or transmission systems. 
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SECTION 4.9 - REQUIRED WATER SUPPLY AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

Every building, permanent or temporary, hereafter erected, altered or moved upon any premises and used in 
whole or in part for dwelling (year round or seasonal), recreational, business, commercial or industrial purposes, 
including churches, schools, and other buildings in which persons customarily congregate, shall be provided with 
a safe and sanitary water supply system and means for collecting and disposing of all human excreta and of all 
water-carried domestic, commercial, industrial and other wastes that may adversely affect health conditions.  The 
written approval of such facilities by the District Department of Health shall be filed with an application for zoning 
permit. 

 

SECTION 4.10 - GRADES 

A. No premises shall be filled or graded so as to discharge surface runoff on abutting premises in such a 
manner that will cause inconvenience or damage to adjacent properties.  When property is developed 
adjacent to existing properties previously developed, existing grades shall have priority. 

B. Leaching ponds or holding ponds to handle maximum water run-off may be required when large 
buildings or parking lots are constructed. 

 

SECTION 4.11 - REMOVAL OF SOIL, SAND OR OTHER MATERIAL 

The removal of soil, sand, topsoil or other material from the land shall only be permitted when such use is in 
conformance with any applicable Soil and Sedimentation Erosion Control Ordinance.  The written approval of the 
administering agency of said ordinance shall be filed with an application for a zoning permit. 

 

SECTION 4.12 - ADDITIONS TO MOBILE HOMES 

Any additions to a mobile home within the Township must, if erected on-site, be constructed in accordance with 
the Township Building Code and, if pre-manufactured, be in compliance with the "Mobile Home Construction and 
Safety Standards" as promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, being 
24 CFR 3280, and as from time to time such standards may be amended. 

 

SECTION 4.13 - SITE PLAN REVIEW 

SECTION 4.13-1 - PURPOSE 

The intent of this section is to provide for consultation in a public forum and cooperation between the land 
developer and the Planning Commission in order that the developer may accomplish his objectives in the 
utilization of his land in compliance with Township, County and State regulations, and with minimum adverse 
effect on existing and future land uses, natural resources and streets and highways in the immediate area and 
vicinity. 

 

SECTION 4.13-2 - DEVELOPMENTS REQUIRING SITE PLAN REVIEW 

The Building Inspector shall not issue a building permit for the construction of the following buildings, structures, 
or uses until a detailed site plan has been reviewed by the Planning Commission: 

A. Land uses allowed in the ñR-4ò Multiple Family, Height Density Residential District. 

B. Land uses allowed in the ñC-1ò Rural Area Convenience, Commercial District, excluding one (1) single 
family dwelling on a single parcel. 

C. Land uses allowed in the ñIò Industrial District, excluding one (1) single family dwelling on a single 
parcel. 

D. Land uses allowed in the ñP-1ò Public Land or ñP-2ò Semi-public Land Districts. 



 

 16 

E. Special land uses, excluding home occupation uses. 

F. Access lots providing access to more than two (2) access lot beneficiaries.  This shall not apply to an 
access lot serving only access lot beneficiaries who are the owners/occupants of land on an island in 
the body of water along which the access lot is located. 

G. Except as indicated in the following sentence, all land uses on land designated as wetlands or hydric 
soils on the Prairieville Township Water Resources Map, which map is adopted as a part of this 
Ordinance.  The following land uses are excepted: 

1. Fishing, trapping or hunting. 

2. Swimming or boating. 

3. Hiking. 

4. Grazing of animals within the limits of the Michigan Right to Farm Act. 

5. Farming, horticulture, silviculture, lumbering and ranching activities, including plowing, irrigation, 
irrigation ditching, seeding, cultivating, minor drainage, harvesting for the production of food, fiber 
and forest products, or upland soil and water conservation practices in accordance with the 
Michigan Right to Farm Act. 

6. Construction or maintenance of farm or stock ponds. 

7. Maintenance, operation or improvement, which includes straightening, widening or deepening of 
the following, which is necessary for the production or harvesting of agricultural products.  

a. An existing agricultural drain. 

b. That portion of a drain legally established pursuant to the Drain Code of 1956, Act No. 40 of 
the Public Acts of 1956, as amended, being Sections 280.1 to 280.630 of the MCL, which      
has been constructed or improved for drainage purposes. 

c. A drain constructed pursuant to part 303 of 1994 PA 451, as amended, or former 1979 PA 
203. 

8. Construction or maintenance of farm roads, forest roads or temporary roads for moving, mining, or 
forestry equipment, if the roads are constructed and maintained in a manner to assure that any 
adverse effect on the water resources will be otherwise minimized. 

9. Drainage necessary for the production and harvesting of agricultural products in a wetland currently 
owned by a person who is engaged in commercial farming and the land is to be used for the 
production and harvesting of agricultural products. 

10. Maintenance or improvement of public streets, highways or roads within the right-of-way and in 
such a manner as to assure that any adverse effect on the water resources will be otherwise 
minimized. 

11. Operation or maintenance, including reconstruction of recently damaged parts, of serviceable dikes 
and levees lawfully in existence on the effective date of inclusion of the site within this overlay 
district. 

 

SECTION 4.13-3  - APPLICATION 

Requests for site plan review shall be made by filing with the Township Clerk the following: 

A. A review fee. A schedule of fees for site plan review shall be determined by the Township Board based 
on the cost of processing the review and shall be made available to the public at the Township Office. 

B. Twelve (12) copies of the application for site plan review, which shall contain the following data: 

1. The name and address of the applicant. 

2. The legal description of the subject parcel of land. 

3. The area of the subject parcel of land stated in acres or, if less than one (1) acre, in square feet. 
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4. The present zoning classification of the subject parcel of land. 

5. A general description of the proposed development. 

6. The name, address and telephone number of the preparer of the site plan, if different than 
applicant. 

C. Twelve (12) copies of the site plan, which shall contain the following data: 

1. It shall be of a scale not greater than one (1) inch equals 20 feet, not less than one (1) inch equals 
200 feet; however, of such size and accuracy that the Zoning Board of Appeals can readily 
interpret the plan 

2. It shall show an appropriate descriptive legend, north arrow, scale, date preparation, and the name 
and address of the individual or firm preparing the plan. 

3. It shall identify the subject property by lot lines and location, including dimension angles and size, 
correlated with the legal description. 

4. It shall show the topography at not less than four (4)-foot contour intervals and all natural features, 
including wood lots, and other vegetation patterns, streams, rivers, lakes, drains, wetlands, natural 
drainage channels, unstable soils and similar features. 

5. It shall show existing and proposed man-made features on the site and existing man-made 
features within 500 feet of the site, such as buildings, structures, high tension towers, pipelines, 
existing utilities, including water and sewer lines, excavations, bridges, culverts, drains and 
easements. 

6. It shall show the location, proposed finished floor and grade line elevations and size of proposed 
main and accessory buildings, their relation to one another and to all existing structures on the site, 
the height of all buildings and square footage of floor space. Site plans for multiple family 
residential developments and PUDs shall include a density schedule showing the number of 
dwelling units per acre; including a dwelling showing the type and number of each unit type.  In the 
case of PUDs consisting in whole or in part of site condominium units, the site plan shall show the 
location and dimensions of all site condominium units and site condominium common elements 
within the PUD. 

7. It shall show the proposed streets, driveways, sidewalks and other vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation features within and adjacent to the site; also the location size and number of parking 
spaces in the off-street parking areas and the identification of service lanes, and service parking 
and loading and unloading areas. 

8. It shall show the proposed location, use and size of open spaces and the location of any 
landscaping, fences or walls on the site.  Any proposed alterations to the topography and other 
natural features shall be indicated. 

9. A vicinity map shall be submitted showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding 
street system, and shall identify the existing uses and zoning of adjacent properties. 

D. Twelve (12) copies of a fully completed State/County Environmental Permit Checklist prepared on a 
form approved by the Planning Commission.  The purpose of the checklist shall be to assist applicants 
in identifying some possible state and county environmental permit requirements that may be applicable 
to the subject development. 

E. When the completed application is filed, the Township Clerk shall transmit it to the Chairman of the 
Planning Commission.  The applicant shall be given written notice of the date, time and place of the 
Planning Commission meeting at which the site plan review application will be considered.  The written 
notice shall be mailed to the applicant not less than five days prior to such date.  The applicant shall be 
given the opportunity to appear before the Planning Commission at the time, date and place stated in 
the notice to present the site plan and discuss it with the Planning Commission. 
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F. The Planning Commission shall have authority to require that copies of the site plan also be submitted 
to, and letters of review received from any other public agency having jurisdiction over an aspect of the 
project requiring site plan review, when the Planning Commission determines, in its sole reasonable 
discretion, that such input would be of material assistance in evaluating whether the site plan meets the 
standards set forth in Section 4.13-4 of this Ordinance. 

G. The Planning Commission shall have the authority to waive some of the data requirements for the site 
plan cited in Subsection C. above if the Planning Commission determines, in its sole reasonable 
discretion, that the project is sufficiently minor in size or scope that the other data submitted with the site 
plan is sufficient to determine compliance with the standards for site plan review set forth in Section 
4.13-4 and the other requirements of this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 4.13-4 - STANDARDS FOR SITE PLAN REVIEW 

In reviewing the detailed site plan, the Planning Commission shall ascertain whether or not the proposed site plan 
is consistent with all regulations of this Ordinance.  Further, in consideration of each site plan, the Planning 
Commission shall endeavor to insure the following: 

A. The proper development of roads, easements and public utilities has been provided to protect the 
general health, safety and welfare of the Township.  

B. There is proper relationship between the major thoroughfares and proposed service drives, driveways 
and parking areas so as to insure the safety and convenience of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

C. The adverse effects resulting from the locations of buildings and accessory structures will be minimized 
to the occupants of the subject parcel and the occupants of adjacent properties. 

D. The proposed use will not have a harmful effect on the surrounding neighborhood development.  
Provision for fencing, walls and landscaping devices may be required to provide screening from 
adjacent land. 

E. Minimize erosion, alteration of the ground water table, pollution or other degradation of surface or 
ground waters and reduction of the natural retention storage capacity of any watercourse or its 
associated wetlands. 

 

SECTION 4.13-5 - APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL    

After review, the Planning Commission shall either approve or disapprove the site plan. Decisions rejecting, 
approving or conditionally approving a site plan shall be based upon requirements and standards contained in this 
Ordinance.  If the plan is disapproved, the Commission shall state the reasons for the disapproval. 

A. The burden of proof to demonstrate satisfaction of the standards and requirements contained in this 
Ordinance shall rest upon the applicant.  Failure by an applicant to provide reasonable access to the 
site in question to the Planning Commission or authorized agents of the Planning Commission to collect 
or verify pertinent data may be deemed to constitute sufficient ground for disapproval of the site plan. 

B. Site plan approval shall expire automatically if a building permit has not been obtained and on-site 
development has not actually commenced within six (6) months from the date site plan approval was 
granted or such extended time period as may be granted by the Planning Commission pursuant to 
Subsection ñd.ò below. 

C. A project for which site plan approval has been granted shall be completed within one (1) year 
thereafter. Site plan approval shall automatically terminate upon expiration of the one (1) year period or 
any extension thereof granted by the Planning Commission pursuant to Subsection ñD.ò below. 
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D. The Planning Commission shall have authority to grant, either at the time of site plan approval or 
thereafter, extensions to the site plan approval expiration periods for project initiation and completion set 
forth in subsections ñB.ò and ñC.ò above if the Planning Commission determines in its sole reasonable 
discretion that, based upon the size or special nature of the project or other special circumstances 
regarding the same, such an extension is reasonably needed and will not have a material adverse 
impact upon the owners or occupants of surrounding properties or to the public  health, safety or 
general welfare. 

E. Site plan approval is conditional upon the applicant obtaining all other permits required by federal, state 
or local law for the project. 

 

SECTION 4.13-6 - CONFORMITY TO APPROVED SITE PLAN REQUIRED 

The subject parcel shall be developed and thereafter maintained in complete conformity with the approved site 
plan and maintained in complete conformity with the approved site plan and any amendments thereto approved 
pursuant to this Ordinance.  Any alterations or modifications to the subject parcel or developments thereon that 
are inconsistent with the approved site plan or an approved amendment thereto shall be prohibited. 

A. Site plan approval may be revoked by the Planning Commission when either: (1) the construction of the 
project is not in conformance with the approved site plan, or (2) the property owner fails to provide the 
Zoning Administrator or other authorized agent of The Township reasonable access to the project to 
verify conformity with the approved site plan.  Prior to revoking site plan approval, the Planning 
Commission shall give the property owner at least ten (10) daysô advance written notice (either 
personally served or mailed by certified mail to the property ownerôs last known address) of the date, 
time and place of the meeting at which the Planning Commission will conduct a hearing to consider 
such revocation, of the tentative reasons for such possible revocation, and of the right of the property 
owner or his/her representative to appear at the Planning Commission meeting and present testimony 
or other evidence in opposition to any evidence offered in support of revocation of site plan approval.  
The revocation action authorized hereunder shall be an additional enforcement option available to The 
Township and shall in no way be deemed to limit or prevent The Township from taking other lawful 
enforcement actions as it deems necessary or advisable. 

 

SECTION 4.13-7 - AMENDMENT TO SITE PLAN 

A proposed amendment or modification to a previously approved site plan may be submitted for review in the 
same manner as the original application for site plan review. 

A. A developer may submit to the Zoning Administrator requests for minor modifications of a previously 
approved site plan.  Such requested modifications may be approved by the Zoning Administrator if the 
Zoning Administrator determines and certifies to the Planning Commission in writing that the 
modification does not alter the basic design or specific conditions of the site plan previously approved 
by the Planning Commission.  If the Zoning Administrator determines that the requested modification 
does not satisfy this criteria, or for any reason deems it desirable to have direct Planning Commission 
review of the requested modification, such modification will not be allowed unless approved by the 
Planning Commission. 

B. To insure compliance with this Ordinance and conditions imposed at the time of the granting of site plan 
approval, the Planning Commission may require that a cash deposit, certified check, irrevocable bank 
letter of credit or surety bond acceptable to the Planning Commission, covering estimated costs of 
improvements associated with a project which the site plan approval is sought, be deposited with the 
Clerk of the Township to insure faithful completion of the improvements.  The Planning Commission 
shall require such a security deposit for projects which either (1) are located on a parcel of five (5) acres 
or more in size, or (2) have an estimated construction cost of $15,000 or more, unless the Planning 
Commission expressly finds that, given the nature of the project, the improvements to be established as 
part of the project, and/or the surrounding properties, requiring a security deposit would not materially 
advance the purposes of this Section. 
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SECTION 4.13-8 - SECURITY DEPOSIT 

A. To insure compliance with this Ordinance and conditions imposed at the time of granting of the site plan 
approval, the Planning Commission may require that a cash deposit, certified check, irrevocable bank 
letter of credit or surety bond acceptable to the Planning Commission, covering estimated costs of 
improvements associated with a project for which the site plan approval is sought, be deposited with the 
Clerk of the Township to insure faithful completion of the improvements. 

B. The Planning Commission shall, by resolution, request the Township Clerk to rebate said cash deposit 
in reasonable proportion to the ratio of work completed on the required improvements as the work 
progresses.  The amount of rebate shall be determined from time to time at regular or special meeting of 
the Planning Commission based on evidence presented by the applicant and/or appropriate Township 
officials demonstrating the ratio of work completed on the required improvements. 

C. If any improvements are not constructed within the time limit established as part of the site plan 
approval or within any extension thereof, then the Planning Commission shall by resolution request the 
Township Board to take appropriate legal steps to insure completion using as much of the security 
deposit as necessary for such purpose. 

D. As used herein, "improvements" means those features and actions associated with a project which are 
considered necessary by the Planning Commission to protect natural resources, or the health, safety, 
and welfare of the residents of the Township and future users or inhabitants of the proposed project or 
project area, including roadways, lighting, utilities, sidewalks, screening and drainage.  ñImprovementsò 
do not include the entire project which is the subject of zoning approval. 

 

SECTION 4.14 - GREENBELTS 

A greenbelt, as defined herein, shall be required for any commercial or industrial use that abuts a residential use 
on either the side yard or rear yard.  In all instances, this may be provided as part of the side or rear yard 
requirements.  If waived in writing by adjacent residential property owners, the greenbelt may be omitted or a 
fence substituted for the greenbelt if, after public hearing and notice, the Zoning Board of Appeals finds that there 
would be no adverse effects upon neighboring property resulting from the waiver or omission. 

 

SECTION 4.15 - RESTORATION OF UNSAFE BUILDINGS 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition of any part of any 
building or structure declared unsafe by any Building Inspector in the Township. 

 

SECTION 4.16 - CONTINUED CONFORMANCE WITH REGULATIONS 

The maintenance of yards, open spaces, lot areas, height and building limitations, fences, walls, clear vision 
areas, parking and loading spaces, and all other requirements, for a building or use specified within this 
Ordinance shall be a continuing obligation of the owner of such building or property on which such building or use 
is located.   

 

SECTION 4.17 - PARKING AND LOADING SPACES: 

A. In all zoning districts, there shall be provided, before any building or structure is occupied or is enlarged 
or increased in capacity, off-street parking spaces for motor vehicles as follows: 

 

    Uses Minimum Parking Spaces Required 

1. Dwelling: Two (2) for each dwelling unit. 

2. Lodging, rooming and boarding 
houses: 

Two (2) for each three (3) guest rooms or each six 
(6) beds for guests, whichever is greater. 
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3. Private clubs and lodges: One (1) for each five (5) active members and one (1) 
for each employee with a minimum of one (1) for 
each 100 square feet of floor area. 

4. Hospital and institutes: Two (2) for each patient bed. 

5. Sanitariums or convalescent nursing 
homes: 

One (1) for each two (2) beds. 

6. Homes for senior citizens: One (1) for each three (3) beds. 

7. Hotels: One (1) for each two (2) guest rooms. 

8. Motels: One (1) for each sleeping room. 

9. Theaters, auditoriums, stadiums: One (1) for each three (3) seats. 

10. Studios, skating rinks, assembly 
halls and convention halls without 
fixed seats: 

Two (2) for each 100 square feet of floor area open 
to the public. 

11. Bowling alleys: Eight (8) for each alley. 

12. Private, elementary and junior high 
schools: 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees normally 
engaged in or about the buildings and grounds plus 
one (1) for each eight (8) auditorium seats. 

13. Senior High schools and institutions 
of higher learning: 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees normally 
engaged in or about the building and grounds and 
one (1) additional for each four (4) students enrolled 
in the institution. 

14. Churches: One (1) for each four (4) seats in the main worship 
unit. 

15. Libraries, museums and post offices: One (1) for each 100 square feet of floor area. 

16. Professional offices: One (1) for each 150 square feet of floor area. 

17. Restaurants, grills, dining rooms, 
dairy bars, soda fountains: 

One (1) for each two (2) seats. 

18. Medical doctors offices or dental 
clinic: 

Ten (10) for each doctor plus one (1) for each 
employee. 

19. Banks, business offices and public 
buildings not specifically mentioned 
elsewhere: 

One (1) for each 150 square feet of floor area. 

20. Mortuaries or funeral homes: One (1) for each 50 square feet of floor area used 
for services. 

21. Taverns: Two (2) for each three (3) seats but not less than 40 
spaces in any event. 

22. Marinas: Two (2) for each slip or mooring. 

23. Civic or social clubs: One (1) for each 50 square feet of assembly room. 

24. Public meeting halls and community 
centers: Two (2) for each 100 square feet of public area. 

25. "Drive-in" establishments: Eight (8) for each 125 square feet of ground floor 
area. 

26. Industrial Uses: One (1) parking space for each employee at 
maximum production. 
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            27. 

 Use Groupings  

a. Retailing stores, supermarkets, 
department stores, billiard or pool 
rooms, personal service shops, 
general business: 

Two (2) for each 100 square feet of floor area in the 
basement and on the first floor used for retail sales 
and one (1) for each 200 square feet of floor area on 
the second floor used retail sale and one (1) for 
each 300 square feet of floor area on the third floor 
used for retail sales, and one (1) for each 400 
square feet of floor area on any additional floors 
used for retail sales. 

b. Business offices and/or research 
laboratories and/or similar uses: 

One (1) for each employee on the maximum shift or 
peak employment period. 

c. Other uses not specifically 
mentioned: 

In the case of buildings which are used for uses not 
specifically mentioned, those provisions for off-street 
parking facilities for a use which is so mentioned and 
to which said use is similar in terms of parking 
demand shall apply. 

 Mixed uses in the same building: 

 

In the case of mixed uses in the same building, the 
amount of parking space for each use specified shall 
be provided and the space for one (1) use shall not 
be considered as providing required spaces for any 
other use except as to churches and auditoriums 
incidental to public and parochial schools permitted 
herein. 

 28.    Child care center or day       
         care centers: 

One (1) for each employee or care giver in 
addition to one (1) client parking space for 
each three (3) children. 

 2 Group day care homes: See Section 4.39.E.6. 

 

B. Joint use of facilities: Provision of common parking facilities for several uses in the same vicinity is 
encouraged.  In such cases, the total space requirement is the sum of the maximum individual 
requirements. 

C. Location of facilities: Off-street parking facilities shall be located as hereafter specified; when a distance 
is specified, it shall be walking distance measured from the nearest point of the parking facility to the 
nearest normal entrance to the building or use that such facility is required to serve. 

1. For all residential buildings and for all non-residential buildings and used in residential zoning 
districts, required parking shall be provided on the lot with the building or use it is required to serve. 

2. For commercial and all non-residential buildings and used in commercial zoning districts, required 
parking shall be provided within 300 feet. 

D. Size of parking space: Each off-street parking space shall have an area of not less than 200 square feet 
(exclusive of access drives or aisles) and shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet in width. 

E. Requirements of parking area: Every parcel of land hereafter established as an off-street public or 
private parking area for more than five (5) vehicles, including a municipal parking lot, commercial 
parking lot, automotive sales and/or service lot, and accessory parking areas for multiple dwellings, 
businesses, public assembly, and institutions, shall be developed and maintained in accordance with 
the following requirements:  

1. The parking lot and its driveways shall be effectively screened on each side which abuts any 
zoning district permitting residential use by a greenbelt as regulated in Section 4.14. 
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2. The parking lot and its driveway shall be (1) designed to provide adequate drainage, (2) surfaced 
with concrete, asphalt pavement, or other approved surface, and (3) maintained in good condition, 
free of dirt, trash and debris. 

3. The parking lot and its driveways shall not be used for repair, dismantling, or servicing of any 
vehicles. 

4. The parking lot shall be provided with entrances and exits so located as to minimize traffic 
congestion. 

5. The parking lot shall be provided with wheel or bumper guards so located that no part of a parked 
vehicle will extend beyond the parking area. 

6. Lighting facilities shall be so arranged as to reflect the light away from adjoining properties. 

7. No part of any public or private parking area regardless of the number of spaces provided shall be 
closer than ten (10) feet to the street right-of-way line. 

F. Off-street loading spaces: For every building or addition to an existing building hereafter erected to be 
occupied by storage, display or goods, retail store or block of stores, wholesale store, market, hotel, 
hospital, mortuary, laundry, dry cleaning, industry, or other similar uses requiring the receipt or 
distribution in vehicles of materials or merchandise, there shall be provided and maintained on the same 
lot with such building or addition (1) an area or means adequate for maneuvering and ingress and 
egress for delivery vehicles, and (2) off-street loading spaces in relation to floor areas as follows: 

1. Up to 20,000 square feet - one (1) space;  

2. Twenty thousand (20,000) or more but less than 50,000 square feet - two (2) spaces; 

3. One (1) additional space for each additional 50,000 square feet or fraction thereof.  Each such 
loading space shall be at least ten (10) feet in width, 35 feet in length, and 14 feet in height.  No 
such space shall be located closer than 50 feet to any zoning district permitting residential use. 

 

SECTION 4.18 - SIGNS 

A. One (1) business sign is permitted for non-residential uses in any "C-1" or "I" Zoning District.  If the sign 
is freestanding, no part of the sign shall be closer than five (5) feet to street right-of-way or obstruct 
visibility at street intersections. 

B. The surface area of a business sign shall not exceed 32 square feet.  

C. One (1) permanent residential development identification sign shall be permitted in a residential 
development (i.e., plat, multiple family development, or PUD).  In the "R-1", "R-2" and "R-4" Zoning 
Districts, the sign shall not exceed 12 square feet.  In all other zoning districts, the sign shall not exceed 
32 square feet. 

D. No sign or sign structure shall be erected at any location where it may interfere with, obstruct the view, 
or be confused with an authorized traffic sign, signal or device.  No rotating beam, beacon, or flashing 
illumination resembling an emergency light shall be used in connection with any sign. 

E. Flashing or blinking lights, and other similar devices used to attract the attention of the public are 
prohibited. 

F. Temporary real estate signs are permitted in all zoning districts. The total area of a temporary real 
estate sign or signs advertising one (1) lot shall not exceed 12 square feet in area.  The total area of a 
temporary real estate sign or signs advertising more than one (1) lot shall not exceed 24 square feet in 
area.  

G. All signs shall be maintained in good condition and repair.  

H. Gasoline service stations and public garages may display, in addition to one (1) business sign, the 
following signs: 
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1. One (1) freestanding or pylon sign advertising the name of the station or garage and/or the 
principal products sold on the premises, including any special company or brand name, insignia or 
emblem; provided, however, that each such sign shall not exceed 32 square feet in area on a side 
and shall not be hung closer than five (5) feet to the street right-of-way and not less than 14 or 
more than 30 feet above the ground. 

2. Not more than two (2) temporary signs located inside the property line and specifically advertising 
special seasonal servicing of automobiles or gasoline prices; provided, however, that no such sign 
shall exceed 12 square feet in area. 

3. Directional signs or lettering displayed over individual entrance doors or bays, consisting only of the 
words "washing", "lubrication", "repair", "mechanic on duty", or other words closely similar: 
provided, however, that there shall not be more than one (1) such sign over each entrance or bay.  

I. No permanent business sign or other type or permanent business sign shall be constructed, erected, or 
attached to a building prior to the issuance of a permit by the Zoning Administrator. 

J. All signs may be illuminated if the source of light is not hazardous; flashing types of signs of any kind 
are prohibited. 

K. Election campaign signs shall be permitted in all zoning districts. They shall be removed within 15 days 
after the election to which they pertain. 

L. The following signs are exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance with respect to permits, height, 
area and location, unless otherwise specified herein: 

1. Highway signs erected by the State if Michigan, Barry County or Prairieville Township. 

2. Governmental use signs erected by governmental agencies to designate hours of activity or 
conditions of use for parks, parking lots, recreational areas, other public space, or for governmental 
buildings. 

3. Directional signs erected in conjunction with private off-street parking areas, provided any such 
sign does not exceed four (4) square feet in area and is limited to traffic control functions only. 

4. Historic signs designating sites recognized by the State Historical Commission as Centennial 
Farms and Historic Landmarks. 

5. Placards posted to control or prohibit hunting/trespassing. 

6. Subdivision signs offering real estate for sale not exceeding 32 square feet in area; (a) that such 
sign shall be removed at such time as 50 percent or more of the lots in such subdivision are sold; 
and (b) such sign must be maintained as deemed necessary. 

7. One (1) construction sign per project, denoting architects, engineers, or contractors in conjunction 
with the work under construction, other than one (1) and two (2)-family dwellings, provided that 
such signs do not exceed one (1) per project and 32 square feet in area. 

8. Essential service signs denoting utility lines, railroad lines, hazards, and precautions. 

9. Memorial signs or tablets which are either (a) cut into the face of a masonry surface or (b) 
constructed of bronze or other non-combustible material when located flat on the surface of a 
building. 

10. Special decorative displays or signs used for holidays, public demonstrations or promotion of civic 
welfare or charitable purposes when authorized as a special land use by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. In considering such authorization, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider the 
following standards:  

a. the size, character and nature of the display on display; 

b. the duration or time period during which the sign display or sign will be utilized; 

c. the purpose(s) for which the sign/display is to be erected; 

d. the arrangements made for the removal of the sign or display after the termination of its 
usefulness; 
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e. the effect of the proposed sign or display on light and air circulation for lots which are both 
adjoining and in the surrounding neighborhood of the proposed sign or display; 

f. whether or not the sign or display will constitute a traffic hazard; and 

g. the effect of the sign or display on the surrounding neighborhood. 

M. One (1) permanent sign advertising permitted uses rendered or offered upon or from the premises 
where the same is situated (except for home occupation signs which shall be governed by Section 
4.19.C.8 and rural home occupation signs which shall be governed by Section 6.6.B.5.j) shall be 
permitted on unplatted land located within the ñAò, ñR-1ò, and ñR-2ò Zoning Districts, subject to the 
following limitations: 

1. In an ñAò Zoning District, sign area shall not exceed 32 square feet. 

2. In the ñR-1ò and ñR-2ò Zoning Districts, sign area shall not exceed 12 square feet. 

 

SECTION 4.18-1 BILLBOARDS 

A. PURPOSE - The purpose of this Section is to regulate the placement and arrangement of billboards 
within the Township.  These regulations are intended to:  

1. Protect the public health, safety, and general welfare; 

2. Maintain traffic safety and prevent traffic hazards; 

3. Preserve the view of natural landscapes; 

4. Minimize visual pollution; 

5. Protect the rural community character. 

B. SCOPE - Billboards shall be allowed as a permitted use within the ñC-1ò and ñIò Zoning Districts and as 
a special land use within the ñAò, ñP-1ò, and ñP-2ò Zoning Districts, subject to the provisions of this 
Section. 

1. Spacing 

a. No more than two (2) billboards may be located per linear mile of a single street or highway 
regardless of which side of the street or highway the billboards are located. 

b. Billboards shall be located a minimum of 1,000 feet apart, as measured along the street or 
highway the billboards are located and including billboards on intersecting streets 

c. No billboard shall be located within 500 feet of residential zoning district or an existing 
residential, school, or church building. 

d. These spacing requirements shall not be limited to the boundaries of the Township where the 
subject roadway extends beyond the Township boundaries. 

e. No billboard shall be located on or over building roofs. 

f. No billboard shall be located on any street or highway by the Barry County Road Commission 
or the State of Michigan. 

2. Setbacks 

a. Billboards may not be located less than ten (10) feet from the sideline of the property nor 
closer than one-half (1/2) of the required building setback distance from the abutting street or 
highway. 

3. Size / Heights 

a. The total surface area of any billboard facing one direction shall not exceed 32 square feet. 

b. Double-faced or back-to-back structures shall be considered as two (2) billboards pursuant to 
the spacing requirement in Section 4.18-1.B.1.a. and exempt from the spacing requirement in 
Section 4.18-1.B.1.b.. 
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c. Billboards shall not exceed eight (8) feet in height, as measured from the grade of the abutting 
street or highway. 

4. Lighting 

a. Billboards may be illuminated; however, such illumination shall be concentrated upon the 
surface of the billboard and the billboard shall be so located and arranged so as to avoid glare 
or reflection onto any portion of any adjacent street or highway, or the path of oncoming 
vehicles, or onto any adjacent premises. 

b. In no event shall any billboard have flashing or intermittent lights, nor shall the lights be 
permitted to rotate or oscillate. 

5. Maintenance 

a. All billboards and all appurtenances thereto shall be kept in good repair and in a proper state 
of preservation with all display surfaces neatly painted and posted at all times. 

6. Billboard Permits 

a. No billboard shall be erected within any zoning district within the Township until a permit has 
been obtained from the Township. 

b. A fee as may be determined by resolution of the Township Board shall accompany any 
application for a permit. 

c. Permits may be issued for periods up to three (3) years in length, and may be renewed for 
additional periods up to three (3) years if there is full compliance with all applicable conditions 
and restrictions, upon payment of one-half (1/2) of the original permit fee. 

 

SECTION 4.19 - HOME OCCUPATIONS 

A. Home occupations shall be permitted only after the issuance of a special land use permit as provided in 
this Ordinance.  A home occupation shall not be allowed when, in the opinion of the Planning 
Commission, the home occupation would change or alter the residential character of the neighborhood. 

B. Home occupations, as defined in this section, shall include professional business and personal service 
on a small scale including, but not limited to: insurance agencies, beauty shops, barber shops, income 
tax services, repair shops, arts and crafts, real estate, photographic studio, music teaching, small 
appliance and electrical motor repair, professional office, and consulting services.  Other similar uses 
may be permitted as home occupations, subject to the provisions of this section. 

C. All home occupations shall be subject to the following requirements:  

1. The home occupation shall be conducted entirely within the dwelling. 

2. No home occupation conducted within the dwelling shall occupy an area greater than 25% of the 
total floor area of the dwelling exclusive of any open porch, attached garage, or similar space not 
suited for or intended to be occupied as living quarters. In no event, however, may a home 
occupation occupy an area greater than 300 square feet. 

3. The home occupation must be owned and conducted by a person or persons residing in the 
dwelling on the premises. 

4. No occupation shall be conducted upon or from the premises which would constitute a nuisance or 
annoyance to adjoining residents by reason of noise, smoke, odor, electrical disturbance, traffic, 
parking, or lighting. 

5. There shall be no alteration in the residential character of the premises in connection with such 
home occupation. 

6. There shall be no external evidence of said home occupation, such as window displays, other than 
the small name plate sign as specified herein. 

7. Repealed by Ordinance # 115 
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8. For the purpose of identification, one non-illuminated nameplate not exceeding four (4) square feet 
in area shall be permitted.  Such identification nameplate shall identify only the name and 
profession, vocation or trade of the person or persons operating the occupation.  No other signs 
shall be utilized in connection with such home occupation. 

9. No article or service shall be sold or offered for sale on the premises except as is produced on the 
premises by the home occupation or is clearly incidental and directly related to the principal activity 
constituting the home occupation. 

10. The home occupation shall be subject to annual inspection by the Zoning Administrator of the 
Township.  The home occupation special land use permit may be revoked by order of the Planning 
Commission for noncompliance with this Ordinance and/or the terms and conditions of the home 
occupation special land use permit.  Any such revocation shall be preceded by not less than seven 
(7) days written notice by first class mail to the occupant of the subject property of the proposed 
revocation, the possible reasons therefore, and the date, time and place of the hearing at which the 
Planning Commission will consider such revocation. 

D. The applicant for a special land use permit for a home occupation shall provide the Planning 
Commission, at the time of submission for the public hearing on the permit, a diagram of the subject 
property, drawn to approximate scale, containing the following information: 

1. North arrow and approximate scale used. 

2. The area of the subject parcel of land. 

3. The location of all existing and proposed structures on the subject property.  The dwelling intended 
to be used in connection with the home occupation shall be identified as such in the diagram and 
the distance of the dwelling from the front, rear, and side property lines shall be shown. 

Section 4.20 - RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 

A. All references to accessory buildings in this section shall apply only to residential accessory buildings, 
including private garages; carports; and boat houses. 

B. No accessory building may be used as a dwelling except as provided for in Section 6.0.B.3.b. 

C. Accessory buildings permitted without special land use permit: 

1. The total combined floor space of the accessory building(s) on either a platted lot or site 
condominium unit of one (1) acre or less in size shall not exceed the limits set forth in the following 
schedule: 

 

Lot Size 

 

Permitted Total Floor 
Space 

 

Zero - 10,000 sq. ft. 

 

840 sq. ft. 

 

10,001 - 20,000 sq. ft. 

 

1,176 sq. ft. 

 

20,001 sq. ft - one acre 

 

1,320 sq. ft 
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2. The total combined floor space of the accessory building(s) on either (1) a platted lot or site 
condominium unit of more than one (1) acre in size, or (2) an unplatted lot shall not exceed the 
limits set forth in the following schedule: 

 

Lot or Parcel Size 

 

Permitted Total Floor 
Space 

 

One acre or less 

 

1,320 sq. ft. 

 

1.01 acres - 2.99 acres 

 

2,000 sq. ft. 

 

3.00 acres - 4.99 acres 

 

3,000 sq. ft. 

 

5.00 acres - 9.99 acres 

 

4,000 sq. ft. 

 

10.00 acres or more 

 

5,000 sq. ft. 

 

3. An accessory building which is structurally attached to the residence shall, unless expressly 
provided otherwise, be subject to all requirements of this section. 

4. When an accessory building is not structurally attached to the residence, it shall be located in the 
side or rear yard.  A corner lot shall be considered for purposes of this section as having two (2) 
front yards. 

5. Accessory buildings shall not: 

a. Exceed a height of 25 feet, (18 feet for accessory buildings on platted lots or site condominium 
units of one (1) acre or less), measured from the building grade to the highest point of the 
building. 

b. Be located nearer to a side lot line than the permitted distance for the principal building on the 
same lot.  EXCEPTION:  If the accessory building is (1) detached from the principal building, 
and (2) located entirely in the rear yard, it may be located not nearer than six (6) feet to a side 
lot line. 

c. If attached to the principal building, be located nearer to the rear lot line than the permitted 
distance for the principal building on the same lot. 

d. If detached from the principal building, be located nearer than six (6) feet from the rear lot line. 
 EXCEPTION: If the detached accessory building is (1) a private garage, and (2) entered at a 
right angle to the road upon which is has direct access, it shall be located not nearer than six 
(6) feet to the rear lot line. 

6. A boathouse is permitted only if a special land use permit is granted pursuant to subsection ñD.2ò 
below. 

D. Accessory buildings permitted with special land use permit: 

1. Any accessory building failing to meet the size, height, maximum rear yard coverage, or location 
requirements set forth above, may be allowed as a special land use, subject to the conditions in 
subsections ñ4, 5, 6 and 7ò below. 
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2. A boat house may be allowed as a special land use, only for the benefit of the occupants of the 
subject property, subject to the four (4) conditions below as well as the requirements of ñ5, 6 and 7ò 
that follow: 

a. Be located adjacent to a navigable body of water with no minimum setback. 

b. Be used to store one (1) or more boats and boating accessories. 

c. Be established in compliance with all applicable state and local laws. 

d. Complies with all size, height and location requirements set forth in Section 4.20.C, except in 
the case of accessory buildings on either (1) a platted lot or site condominium unit of more 
than one (1) acre in size, or (2) unplatted parcels) as otherwise expressly approved by the 
Planning Commission. 

3. An accessory building may be allowed as a special land use in the òAò, ñR-1ò and òR-2ò zoning 
classification(s) on an otherwise vacant lot or on a lot having only another accessory building(s) 
used primarily for residential purposes upon it, subject to the two (2) conditions below, as well as 
the requirements in ò5, 6 and 7ò that follow: 

a. The building may be utilized only for purposes accessory to residential uses allowed in the 
zone in which it is located. 

b. The building shall comply with all size, height and location requirements set forth in the site 
development requirements for the district in which it is located, except as otherwise expressly 
approved by the Planning Commission. 

4. An accessory building shall not be located closer than six (6) feet to any property line or site 
condominium unit boundary line. 

5. Proposed accessory building(s) shall not have a material adverse impact upon the owners and 
occupants of adjoining lots.  The Planning Commission shall have authority to impose reasonable 
conditions, including reduction in size, to assure compliance with this standard. 

6. All applications requiring a special land use permit hereunder shall be accompanied by 12 copies 
of a site plan of the subject property, drawn to a selected scale, containing the following 
information: 

a. A NORTH arrow and notation of the selected scale used. 

b. All property lines shall be shown with their dimensions. 

c. Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures (including the height of all 
proposed accessory buildings) on the subject property and any existing buildings on adjacent 
property within 50 feet of the subject property. 

d. Location of any septic tank and/or dry well on the subject property. 

Planning Commission approval of the above required site plan under the standards in Section 4.13-
4 shall satisfy the site plan submission and approval requirements of Section 4.13 of this 
Ordinance. 

7. An application for a special land use permit hereunder shall include a statement setting forth the 
purpose(s) for which the proposed accessory building(s) will be used.  No accessory building 
allowed pursuant to this subsection shall be used for a purpose other than that approved by the 
Planning Commission.  

E. Accessory buildings may be established to serve a residence that is a lawful nonconforming use 
providing that such accessory building(s) are established in accordance with both the provisions of 
Section 4.20 and Section 6.19 of this Ordinance, including obtaining any special land use permits 
mandated thereunder. 
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SECTION 4.21 - GROUND MOUNTED SATELLITE RECEPTION ANTENNAS 

A. Ground mounted satellite reception antennas shall be allowed as an accessory use in all zoning 
classifications. 

B. A ground mounted satellite reception antenna shall be located only in a rear yard area and in 
compliance with all building setback requirements.  A corner lot, the side yard of which is substantially a 
continuation of the front lot line of the lot to its rear, shall be regarded as having two (2) front yards.  
When a ground mounted satellite reception antenna is located on such a corner lot, it shall not project 
beyond the continued front line of the rear lot. 

C. The maximum height of a ground mounted satellite reception antenna shall be 15 feet. 

D. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to grant a variance from the foregoing 
requirements where the applicant shows that practical difficulties exist that would prevent a ground 
mounted satellite reception antenna from operating properly if established in strict accordance with 
these provisions. 

 

SECTION 4.22 - YARD ENCROACHMENTS 

The yard requirements of all zones are subject to the following permitted encroachments: (see also Section 4.32 
entitled ñFENCES, WALLS AND SCREENSò) 

A. Structures having a height of 18" or less above ground level may project into a required yard.   

B. Stairways leading to an abutting waterfront area (including any stairway landings not exceeding 200 
square feet in area) may project into the required front yard. 

C. Enclosed porches and other enclosed appurtenances shall be considered an integral part of the building 
to which they are attached and shall be subject to all yard requirements thereof. 

D. Chimneys, flues, belt courses, leaders, sills, pilasters, cornices, eaves, gutters and similar features may 
project into any yard a maximum of 24 inches. 

E. Unenclosed and unroofed fire escapes, outside stairways and balconies, may project not more than five 
(5) feet into the required front and rear yards and three (3) feet into required side yards. 

 

SECTION 4.23 - OUTDOOR STORAGE FACILITIES 

A. In all zoning districts permitting residential uses, outdoor storage facilities such as tanks or drums of fuel 
directly connected with heating devices or appliances shall be enclosed by a fence or screening 
adequate to conceal such facilities from the street or adjacent property. 

B. In all zoning districts permitting residential use, all boats, boat trailers, recreational units or similar 
vehicles shall be stored neatly, or in an enclosed building, or, in the case of a mobile home park or 
multi-family development, in an area specifically designed and approved for such use. 

 

SECTION 4.24 ï WATERFRONT LOTS 

A. Waterfront lots shall have continuous waterway frontage that is not less than the minimum lot width and 
road frontage requirement for the zoning district in which the lot is situated.  Waterway frontage shall be 
measured by a straight line which connects the boundaries of the lot that extend from the waterway 
frontage at the points where they intersect the high water line.  

B. The front lot line of a waterfront lot shall be that portion of the lot abutting the waterway.  The rear lot 
line of a waterfront lot shall be that portion of the lot immediately adjacent to the street right-of-way.  On 
corner lots, the rear lot line shall be the boundary line of the lot immediately adjacent to the street right-
of-way on that side of the lot which has the narrowest frontage. 
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C. Notwithstanding the generally applicable setback requirements specified elsewhere in this Ordinance, 
all dwellings or other principal buildings and accessory buildings, including any alteration of existing 
such buildings, on any waterfront lot shall at a minimum be set back from the high water line of the 
waterway the greater of: 

1. 35 feet; or 

2. The average setback of existing, legally constructed dwellings or other principal buildings 
immediately adjacent to the lot at the time of application for a building permit. 

D. These setback requirements are intended to facilitate reasonable consistency of horizontal sight lines 
with respect to the development of waterfront lots, based on the average setback of existing adjacent 
development, but subject in each instance to a minimum setback of 35 feet from the high water line.  

E. The required minimum rear yard setback for principal buildings located on waterfront lots shall be the 
same as the minimum front yard setback requirement for the zoning district in which the lot is situated. 

F. The required minimum rear yard setback for accessory buildings located on waterfront lots shall be a 
minimum of 25 feet from the abutting road right-of-way. 

G. No portion of any dock shall be located within the minimum setback area required for the zoning district 
in which the lot is situated, as measured from the boundaries of the lot as projected into the waterway. 

H. See Section 4.35 for additional requirements applicable to access lots providing waterway access for 
one (1) or more access lot beneficiaries. 



 

 32 

 

 

SECTION 4.25 - KEEPING OF ANIMALS 

A. The keeping of not more than three (3) dogs over six (6) months of age as domestic household pets 
and/or the keeping of other domestic household pets (e.g., cats, fish, birds and gerbils) is permitted as 
an accessory use in any zoning classification provided that the specific way they are being taken care of 
or (in the case of domestic household pets other than dogs) the number of said animals does not 
endanger the health, safety and/or welfare of said animals and/or any inhabitants within the dwelling or 
the surrounding neighborhood.  In no event may the keeping of such domestic household pets violate 
any of the four enumerated standards set forth in Subsection B below. 

B. The keeping of any non-household type animals (e.g., hogs, cattle, and horses) shall be prohibited in all 
platted areas within the Township and shall be permitted in un-platted areas in the "A" Agricultural 
District zoning classification.  The keeping of non-household type animals shall also be permitted in 
unplatted areas in other zoning classifications, but only where conditions of maintenance do not cause 
one or more of the following: 
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1. Unpleasant odors sufficiently strong to be readily discernible upon adjacent property for any period 
in excess of 24 hours. 

2. Noise sufficiently loud to penetrate indoors upon the property of others for any continuous period in 
excess of 30 minutes.  

3. Flies, insects, or rodents to be attracted to the place where said animals are kept and are thereafter 
permitted to multiply and escape upon adjoining property. 

4. Said animals, alive or dead, or any refuse therefrom are permitted to trespass or be carried upon 
adjacent property. 

C. In addition to the foregoing, the Planning Commission shall have the authority to allow as a special land 
use the raising of non-household animals in areas that would otherwise be prohibited under the above 
provisions.  In passing upon applications for a special land use permit, the Planning Commission shall 
be subject to the standards for special land uses set forth in Article VII of this Ordinance.  In addition, 
the Planning Commission shall approve such special land use only in those situations where, in the 
judgment of the Planning Commission, sufficient land area and isolation from adjoining residences and 
developments is available and the Commission is satisfied that such animals will be maintained in a 
proper condition to prevent the same from being a nuisance or annoyance to adjacent property owners 
or occupants. The Planning Commission shall have the authority to impose such conditions upon the 
granting of a special land use permit as the Planning Commission determines necessary to insure 
compliance with the aforementioned standards.  These conditions may include, but are not limited to, 
the number and type of animals permitted, screening, setback requirements, housing, enclosures, 
health and sanitation protection, and safety measures. 

 

SECTION 4.26 ï Repealed by Ordinance # 

 

SECTION 4.27 - GOVERNMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 

The provisions of this Ordinance shall be applicable to and enforceable against the Township itself and all other 
governmental agencies and units, federal, state or county. 

 

SECTION 4.28 ï Repealed by Ordinance # 

SECTION 4.29 - SUPPLEMENTARY SETBACK REQUIREMENT 

Not withstanding any other provisions of this Ordinance, no building or structure shall hereafter be constructed, 
erected, or enlarged on a lot abutting a State or Federal Highway or a County Primary or Secondary roadway 
(interior plat roads are excepted) unless the following minimum building setbacks measured from the right-of-way 
line are maintained: 

A. State or federal trunklines - 75 feet. 

B. County primary or secondary roads (excluding interior plat roads) - 50 feet. 

 

SECTION 4.30 - REFUSE 

The outdoor storage, parking, accumulating or placing of junk, discarded material, building materials, metal, or 
solid waste of any kind is hereby prohibited, except in approved and authorized solid waste disposal facilities or 
salvage yards.  (For Junkyard and Junk-Vehicles see Township Ordinance No. 3).     

 

 



 

 34 

SECTION 4.31 - SWIMMING POOLS AND SWIMMING POOL FENCES 

A private or public swimming pool shall be considered a structure for purposes of this Ordinance and shall 
therefore require issuance of a permit.  All ground level swimming pools shall be enclosed by a fence, wall or 
other structure which shall be at least four (4) feet in height as measured from the outside. Any opening under the 
fence shall be not more than four (4) inches in height.  Any fence or wall enclosure shall be of a type that impedes 
climbing by small children and shall be equipped with a gate that is self-closing and latching type with the latch on 
the pool side of the gate.  Said entranceway shall lead to the shallow end of the pool.  If the entire premise is 
enclosed by a fence or wall this requirement may be waived.  Above ground swimming pools need not be fenced, 
provided that the steps and pool entrance are secured by a self-closing and latching gate with the latch on the 
pool side of the gate. 

 

SECTION 4.32 - FENCES, WALLS AND SCREENS 

No fence, wall, other than necessary retaining wall, or other screening structure located within the side or front 
yard of a lot in a residential district (other than the front yard of a waterfront lot) shall exceed six (6) feet in height. 
No such fence, wall, or other screening structure located within the front yard of a waterfront lot in a residential 
district shall exceed four (4) feet in height.  No such fence, wall or other screening structure located within a rear 
yard of a lot in a residential district shall exceed eight (8) feet in height.  Fences, walls (other than necessary 
retaining walls), and other screening structures shall also comply with the requirements set forth in Section 4.6 of 
this Ordinance.  (See Section 4.24 regarding definition of front and rear yard on waterfront lots). 

No electric fences shall be permitted in any residential district or residentially platted area. 

 

SECTION 4.33 - PRIVATE ROADS 

A private road which serves more than one separately held parcel with more than one (1) dwelling unit or 
industrial activity shall have a 66 foot right-of-way.  The traveled portion of said right-of-way shall be a minimum of 
12 feet in width. 

SECTION 4.34 - DIVISIONS OF LAND 

No divisions of land will be permitted that do not comply with the applicable area, width, depth, and frontage 
requirements set forth in this Ordinance.  All parcels shall be provided the requisite frontage and individual access 
on a dedicated public road or a private road constructed to the standards of this Ordinance or the Barry County 
Road Commission, pursuant to the limitations set forth in Section 4.33 

* Also refer to Land Division Act * 

 

SECTION 4.35 ï NON-PUBLIC WATERFRONT ACCESS LOT REGULATIONS 

No waterfront lot in any zoning district shall be used as an access lot unless it complies with all of the following 
requirements: 

A. An access lot shall have a minimum waterway frontage, a minimum lot width, a minimum road frontage, 
and a minimum lot area corresponding to the minimum waterway frontage, lot width, road frontage, and 
lot area requirements for a lot in the zoning district in which the access lot is situated. 

B. An access lot providing waterway access to more than one access lot beneficiary shall have a minimum 
lot depth of at least 75 feet and at least an additional 50 feet of waterway frontage, lot width, and road 
frontage for each additional access lot beneficiary. 

C. Waterway frontage shall be measured by a straight line which connects the boundaries of the access lot 
that extend from the waterway frontage at the points where they intersect the high water line.  Areas 
consisting of swamp, bog, marsh, or other type of wetland, as commonly defined, shall not be counted 
towards the minimum waterway frontage required herein, but may be used to meet minimum buffer strip 
requirements. 
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D. An access lot providing access to two (2) or more access lot beneficiaries shall include a buffer strip on 
each side of the access lot, parallel with each boundary that extends from the waterway frontage.  Each 
buffer strip shall have a minimum width for the entire depth of the access lot corresponding with the 
amount of minimum side yard setback required for a principal building in the zoning district in which the 
access lot is situated.   

E. No building or structure of any kind other than fencing shall be constructed or erected upon a required 
buffer strip.  Required buffer strips shall not be used for any motorized vehicular traffic, parking, boat 
ramps or for storage purposes (including junk, waste or garbage) or other development purpose of any 
kind, and shall be preserved to provide a natural barrier between the usable portion of an access lot and 
adjacent lots. 

F. No portion of any dock shall be located within the minimum setback area required for the zoning district 
in which the access lot is situated, as measured from the boundaries of the lot as projected into a 
waterway. 

G. Adequate off-street parking for each access lot beneficiary shall be provided on each access lot. 

H. Site plan review shall be required for all access lots providing access to more than one (1) access lot 
beneficiary. 

I. An access lot created as part of a plat or condominium development shall be dedicated at the time of 
recording of the plat/condominium for use solely by the owners/occupants of lots contained within the 
plat/condominium, or a specified lesser number thereof, consistent with all applicable laws and 
ordinances. 
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